A project by South Tipperary and Mayo County Councils in conjunction with the Irish Museum of

Modern Art, Altered Images brings together work by seven artists including newly commissioned pieces, with the specific intention of expanding the opportunity of all to interact with an exhibition. This 'multi-sensory' approach has its basis in using works from the organisers existing collections and having them re-interpreted by Topografik, a company who specialise in creating interactive installations for those with disability. In relation to the show, sculptor Loz Simpson from Topografik, deserves much credit as he crafted the various tactile pieces, made from a variety of materials, marble, metal and marmoleum amongst others. The original works by Thomas Brezing, Alice Maher, David Creedon, Daphne Wright, Caroline McCarthy and Abigail O'Brien, all two-dimensional works are translated by Simpson into relief pieces with the new marmoleum/lino pieces based on Brezing's work and the retranslation of Wright's video musing on a piece of sculpture both working especially well.

Wright's piece 'Plura', a close-up of a classical sculpture set to a sound track of phonetic sounds voiced by older adults, is a moving piece that suggests the inability to communicate as memories in old age become fragmented.

Wright says: "I'd seen this small classical sculpture in Bath in England and was interested in it for the detail and suggestiveness of the work itself rather than the myth it depicted. We filmed it in close-up, so there was no background evident and no context to the piece. In relation to the sounds used, I was interested in phonics and how children learn to read by voicing the individual letters of the alphabet to make words. It's like a magic key but the child learns without understanding or context. Using older people's voices in the piece reflects the idea of deterioration of memory as the voices are using phonics again, as if the ability to use language has been lost. The sounds provide the emotion for the piece." For the exhibition, the film piece is reconfigured in three dimensions in a series of panels
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Brendan Maher reports on a striking mix of media at the 'Altered Images' exhibition in South Tipperary County Museum
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'Plura'

Daphne Wright. 2008 -09. DVD. Collection South Tipperary Arts Service Commission, 2008 -2009. @ Daphne Wright
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